Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 PRETOR 06423 281558Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 10-14 ISO-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 USIE-00 
HA-05 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-02 INR-07 L-03 
NSAE-00 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 ACDA-12 INRE-00 
/091 W 

122263 281604Z/46 

0 281510Z NOV 77 ZFF-4 
FM AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 9687 
INFO AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM 
AMEMBASSY GABORONE 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 
AMEMBASSY MAPUTO 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

UNCLAS PRETORIA 6423 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, PDEV, RH 

SUBJECT: RHODESIA: MUZOREWA READY TO TALK TO SMITH 
REF: (A) PRETORIA 6377, (B) PRETORIA 6386 

SUNDAY TIMES OF NOV. 27 CARRIED AN ARTICLE STATING BISHOP 
MUZOREWA WAS READY TO TALK WITH SMITH ON HIS ANNOUNCED 
INTENTION TO SEEK AN INTERNAL SETTLEMENT (REFTELS). 

MUZOREWA REPORTEDLY TOLD A TOWNSHIP AUDIENCE IN SALISBURY 
THAT "THIS TIME I WANT TO BELIEVE MR. SMITH IS SINCERE. 

1 SHALL TEST HIM TO FIND OUT IF HE REALLY MEANS THAT HE 
IS PREPARED TO CONCEDE THE PRINCIPLE OF MAJORITY RULE 
ON AN ADULT SUFFRANGE. I WANT IT KNOWN RIGHT FROM THE 
START THAT I RESERVE THE RIGHT TO WITHDRAW IF IT BECOMES 
EVIDENT THAT THE NEGOTIATIONS ARE NOT AIMED AT A 
GENUINE TRANSFER OF POWER." SPEAKING OF THE 
BACKGROUND TO THE DEVELOPMENT, MUZOREWA REPORTEDLY 
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SAID, "MR. SITH PHONED AND SAID HE WANTED TO SEE 
ME. I THOUGHT IT FOOLISH NOT TO GO IN VIEW OF OUR 
COUNTRY'S SITUATION. HE TOLD ME OF HIS INTENTIONS. 

I TOLD HIM WE COULD GO TO TALKS ONLY ON ONE CONDITION- 
THAT HE GAVE ONE PERSON, ONE VOTE. WE UNDERSTAND 
THAT HE IS WILLING TO GO AHEAD ON THAT BASIS. BUT 
HE WANTS A FEW THINGS TO RETAIN WHITE CONFIDENCE... 
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AND WE TAKE THAT REQUEST VERY SERIOUSLY. OUR PURPOSE 
IS NOT TO EXPEL THE WHITES. WE REALIZE THERE ARE UP TO 
FOUR GENERATIONS OF WHITES HERE." MUZOREWA ALSO SAID 
THAT THE FIGHTING "WILL STOP WHEN IT IS CLEAR TO US 
THAT MR. SMITH HAS SIGNED AND DELIVERED MAJORITY RULE 
ON ONE PERSON, ONE VOTE. WE ARE THE PEOPLE WHO WILL 
PASS THE MESSAGE TO THE GUERRILLAS. I WILL MAKE THE 
APPEAL PERSONALLY WHEN THE TIME COMES. "BOWDLER 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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